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Synopsis

Identity: Youth and Crisis collects Erik H. Erikson’s major essays on topics originating in the concept
of the adolescent identity crisis. ldentity, Erikson writes, is an unfathomable as it is all-pervasive. It
deals with a process that is located both in the core of the individual and in the core of the
communal culture. As the culture changes, new kinds of identity questions ariseé *Erikson
comments, for example, on issues of social protest and changing gender roles that were particular
to the 1960s. Representing two decades of groundbreaking work, the essays are not so much a
systematic formulation of theory as an evolving report that is both clinical and theoretical. The
subjects range from "creative confusion” in two famous livesa «the dramatist George Bernard Shaw
and the philosopher William Jamesa «to the connection between individual struggles and social
order. "Race and the Wider Identity" and the controversial "Womanhood and the Inner Space" are

included in the collection.
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Customer Reviews

Identity: Youth and Crisis collects Erik H. Erikson’s major essays on topics originating in the concept
of the adolescent identity crisis. Identity, Erikson writes, is as unfathomable as it is all-pervasive. It
deals with a process that is located both in the core of the individual and in the core of the
communal culture. As the culture changes, new kinds of identity questions arise--Erikson

comments, for example, on issues of social protest and changing gender roles that were particular



to the 1960s.

A winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, Erik H. Erikson was renowned

worldwide as teacher, clinician, and theorist in the field of psychoanalysis and human development.

Admittedly, Erik Erikson is not an easy read (in fact his biographer Lawrence Friedman speculates
what Erikson could have become had he been a more disciplined researcher, and writer.)
Nevertheless this book provides keen insight into the phenomenon of the adolescent identity
crisis."Crisis" in Eriksonian parlance is not used to connote an "impending catastrophe,” but rather a
"necessary turning point, a crucial moment, when development must move one way or another,
marshaling resources of growth,recover, and further differentiation." Erikson deals effectively with a
process that is at the core of the individual and in the core of the individual’s communal culture.After
reading Lawrence Friedman’s biography on Erikson entitled "ldentity’s Architect," | have come to
appreciate the richness of Erikson’s observations, such as "l shall present human growth from the
point of view of the conflicts, inner and outer, which the vital personality weathers, re-emerging from
each crisis with an increased sense of inner unity...," knowing that Erikson himself came to such
conclusions only after examining his own storied past.The illegitimate son of a Danish mother, and a
father of unknown nationality, "ldentity’s Architect” weathered many a conflict, both inner and outer,
as he journeyed toward a sense of his own identity.ldentity: Youth and Crisis is not an easy read,
but it is rich with insight into the most mysterious and turbulent of all stages in the life cycle:
adolescence. Ideal for those students of child psychology, child development, and those who work

with youth.

Excellent

Informative must have for the origins of psycho-social development and are very applicable for

today and working with Young people’s issues.
Read this for the first time when it was originally published (around 1967) and it straightened me out
on the questions | had on homosexuality and what it means to have a "normal” childhood. Reading

it again because it is written well.

It's a very difficult to read, but it's worth the effort. It's a classic book on identity.



Required and recommended book for anyone in the social sciences, especially developmental
psychology. Theories are present- but may be difficult for some to gather the exact theory as

presented in so many research journals

Very heady reading. Good stuff.

As expected and in good shape.
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